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COMMUNITY SHOWCASE FAQ 
 

 

APPLICATION PROCESS: What is the timeline of the application process? 

 Call for showcase applications opens  October 15, 2014 

 Call for showcase applications closes  December 8, 2014 

 Notification of acceptance sent out  January 5, 2015 

 Signup for venue and time opens  January 5, 2015 

 Signup for venue and time closes  January 24, 2015 
 

Community showcase applications are only accepted through our LaughFest Community Showcase 

portal due to the high volume of applications we receive. Please do NOT call to apply. Applicants are 

required to have a valid email address as all of our communication is done through email. Please make 

sure to add showcase@laughfestgr.org to your email address book.   

 

APPLICATION RECEIVED: How do I know my application has been received? 

Login to your personal LaughFest portal and click on “Review Showcase Application.” In the status bar 

you’ll see whether or not your application has been received.  
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APPROVAL:  How do I know I’ve been approved? 

You’ll receive an email from showcase@laughfestgr.org notifying you that you’ve been approved. At 

any time you can also check your LaughFest portal to see your application status. In some situations we 

may move applicants into a showcase that you may not have applied for because it is a better fit based 

on the information provided in the application received.  

 

 

In the example below, the blue arrows point to the approval status for the applicant. 

 

 
 

 

CHANGES: What if something comes up and I cannot make my scheduled showcase? 

Using the LaughFest “portal-account,” you are welcome to make changes to your application up to 48-

hours prior to your event. After 48 hours, please call LaughFest Central at (616) 735-4242 or email 

showcase@laughfestgr.org. Please provide your name and the date, time and venue of the showcase 
you are cancelling. You can NOT send someone else in your place. We will have several applicants 

who will be on the waitlist, and we’ll give them first priority at any last minute openings.  

 

To cancel your assigned showcase slot, please log-in to your portal and click on the Delete button and 

follow the system prompts. 
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WAITLISTS: I’m on the waitlist, how do I know if I get approved for a show? 

Throughout LaughFest we receive last minute showcase participant cancellations. If you’re listed as 

waitlist and a spot becomes available, we will change your status to approved in the LaughFest portal. 

Once your status has been changed to “Approved” you’ll receive an email. Please feel free to check 

your portal to see if your status has changed.  

 

 

AGE: Are there age restrictions at any of the venues? 

Some of our venues are 18+ and after 9:00pm are 21+. Please make sure to have your ID with you and 

make sure to notify any of your fans. This mostly pertains to those participating in the stand-up 

comedy showcases. 

 

Listing of Age Restricted Venues: 

 Pyramid Scheme  McFadden’s  The BOB 

 

 

CHECKING-IN AT VENUE: Who do I report to when I arrive for my showcase? 

Please check-in with the Venue Captain or Lead Volunteer upon arrival, they will be wearing a designated 

LaughFest Volunteer T-shirt and should be standing near the entrance of the venue. After you check-in 
with the Venue Captain or Lead Volunteer they will connect you with your MC host. Your MC host will 

go over the lineup and other details for the evening.  

 

 

PARKING: Where do I park? Do I have to pay for my parking? 

Parking for Community Showcase participants is not provided.  Please check out the map of downtown 

Grand Rapids parking lots and ramps with parking rates. http://grcity.us/enterprise-

services/Parking-Services/Documents/13580_Downtown%20City%20parking_7_30_10.pdf 
 

 

CONTENT GUIDELINES:  
Please abide by the content guidelines designated for your showcase as this is how it has been 

advertised to the public. Our general standard is that an RRR (and above!) rated show is 

recommended for those aged 18+ and we do not encourage children to attend. If you have any 

questions or feel that you may need to find another showcase that better suits your performance style, 

please let us know as soon as possible. 

 
FAM Family Friendly- Suitable for all ages 

CLN Clean Adult Laughs- Adult content without vulgarity and/or profanity; best suited for 18 + 

RRR Rated R…Really! – Adult content with some vulgarity and/or profanity; best suited for 18 + 

MAT For Mature Audiences- Adult content that contains strong subject matter; best suited for mature 

Audiences 
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PERSONAL PROMOTION: How can I promote my show? 

We love that you are excited about performing in LaughFest; however, you may NOT design any of 

your own marketing materials (including flyers, online promotion, etc.) without the consent of 

LaughFest. You may share the LaughFest “Smile” and post information about your event on Facebook, 

websites, or other social media outlets but do not create any new promotional materials without our 

consent.  Please ask if you have any questions about our policy on brand infringement and personal 

promotion. Email us at showcase@laughfestgr.org with any questions. 

 

 

VIDEO & RECORDING: Am I allowed to record my performance?  

With hundreds of comics performing on showcases and free shows we’re asking for people to please 

not bring cameras/camera crews to tape their own sets as it makes things logistically tough for the 

venues, as well as detracts from the audience experience. 

 

 

COMPENSATION: Can I be compensated for travel or lodging expenses? 

Showcase participants will not be compensated for their performance. All lodging and travel expenses 

are at the cost of the performer. To help save on costs we can try to connect you with other comics 

in your showcase who might be willing to carpool or share lodging. Send us an email at 

showcase@laugahfestgr.org and we’ll do our best to connect you.  

 

 

PAID TICKETED SHOWS: Can I get a discount on paid ticketed shows? As a showcase 

participant we do NOT offer any special discounts on tickets for paid ticketed shows.  

  

 

LODGING: If I’m chosen, where do I stay?  
For information on hotels in Grand Rapids please visit http://www.experiencegr.com/hotels/.   

 

ADMISSION & FAST PASSES: What is a Fast Pass?  How do I make sure that my friends 

and family have a seat at my Showcase? 

Admission to all of the Community Showcase events is free and you may not save seats. The best way 

to guarantee that your fans are able to watch your performance is to pick up a Fast Pass.  Fast Passes 

are available at LaughFest Central (located in the Grand Rapids Art Museum) which will open mid- 

February 2015. Fast Passes guarantee a seat if you are seated at least 15 minutes prior to event starting 

time.  Doors open at venues one hour prior to show time, and Fast Pass holders should enter through 

the Fast Pass line to ensure they are seated 15 minutes prior (not in line or walking up to the line or 

venue).  At 14 minutes prior, walk-up seating will begin and the Fast Passes will no longer be honored 

or valid. To gain early access to Fast Passes become a LaughFest Friend. Our LaughFest Friends can get 

Fast Passes before the general public (as well as many other great festival benefits!). To become a 

LaughFest Friend, visit http://www.laughfestgr.org/. 
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LAUGHFEST CENTRAL: What is LaughFest Central and what happens there? 

LaughFest Central (which will open mid-February) is located at the Grand Rapids Art Museum (101 

Monroe Ctr) and will be the headquarters for all things LaughFest: ticket purchases, fast passes, 

merchandise purchases, and information about LaughFest and Festival events. LaughFest Central Line– 

616-735-HAHA (616-735-4242). LaughFest Central hours and other details will be available at 

http://laughfestgr.org. 

 

 

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE: How do I view the entire LaughFest schedule of events? 

As a Community Showcase participant, we would love to have you come out and enjoy all that 

LaughFest has to offer!  The LaughFest schedule of events will be available in print copy at LaughFest 

Central or you can view the schedule on our website. Prior to the festival, a downloadable schedule 

will also be available at http://laughfestgr.org. 

 

 

LAUGHFEST FRIENDS (LFF): What is it and how can I become an LFF? 

Want to get event closer to the festival? Become a Laughfest Friend! The Laughfest Friends 

membership is an exclusive program that gives fans the opportunity to get even closer to the festival, 

get their hands on great stuff, and make a difference in the lives of those living with cancer or grief by 

supporting programs offered through Gilda's Club Grand Rapids.  

As a potential Community Showcase participant – we know that you want to show your Laughfest 

pride (and get great swag, too) and there’s no better way to do it! 

 

The first level of membership starts at just $25.  Each LaughFest friend will receive: 

 An exclusive LaughFest 2015 friends t-shirt, designed by the Mitten State (a $28 value) 

 High Five button and donation benefitting the children’s cancer, grief, and in-school 

programming provided by Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids  

 Early access to Laughfest 2015 Fast Passes. As a Community Showcase participant this means 

you’ll have early access to get tickets for the shows you are performing in. No more worrying 

whether or not your family, friends and fans will be able to get into your show. (limit 8 per 
show)  

 LaughFest friends-only exclusive content, like special e-blasts, behind-the-scenes photo and 

video, and members-only events 

 Unlimited laughs and smiles 
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GILDA’S CLUB: What is the relationship between Gilda’s Club and LaughFest? 

LaughFest raises awareness and funds for a very important cause—supporting children, adults, families 

and friends as they find their smile and laughter in the midst of a cancer or grief journey.  All proceeds 

from LaughFest benefit the programs offered through Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids, a free community 

with a comprehensive program of education, structured sharing times, networking, lectures, 

workshops and social activities designed to support emotional health needs. Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids 

is the largest and busiest of the 52 affiliates in North America. The organization runs entirely on 

charitable donations and currently serves more than 10,000 individuals each year at its clubhouses in 

Grand Rapids and Lowell, Mich, in various schools, and in five community locations. To learn more 

about Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids, visit www.gildasclubgr.org.  

 

 

QUESTIONS:  

We welcome your questions and comments! Call us at 616-735-HAHA (735-4242) or email 

showcase@laughfestgr.org 

http://www.gildasclubgr.org/
mailto:showcase@laughfestgr.org

