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WHAT?

Gilda’s LaughFest has quickly become one of the nation’s “must
attend” festivals, celebrating laughter for the health of it! This
major Midwest festival is based in Grand Rapids and has events
throughout West Michigan.
Launched in March 2011, LaughFest features laughter in all its forms
from comedy, performance, and improv to dance and a variety of
seriously funny stuff. Each year has drawn an average of 40,000+
attendees to Grand Rapids and West Michigan for free and ticketed
events.

A FESTIVAL FOR LAUGHS
AND FOR A PURPOSE!

We are serious about our funny here in West Michigan. In addition
to being a barrel of laughs, LaughFest also raises awareness for a
very important cause – supporting children, adults, families, and
friends in finding their smile and laughter in the midst of a cancer or
grief journey.
All proceeds from LaughFest benefit the free emotional healthcare
programs offered through Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids and 100%
of those funds stay in West Michigan. Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids
is one of the largest and busiest of the 40+ affiliates worldwide,
currently serving more than 10,000 individuals each year through
our clubhouses in Grand Rapids and Lowell, Michigan, as well as
in various schools and community centers. Our organization runs
entirely on charitable donations

FUN FACTS!

LaughFest is designed to reach across all ages and demographics,
and features a variety of definitions of what makes us laugh!

TOTAL EVENTS HOSTED
NUMBER OF ARTISTS/TALENT
VENUES ACROSS WEST MICHIGAN
VOLUNTEER HOURS
COMMUNITY PARTNERS AND
SPONSORS INVOLVED
US STATES REPRESENTED
SOCIAL MEDIA IMPRESSIONS
SMILES BROUGHT TO
WEST MICHIGAN

175
500
40
7,500

150
45
225,000

Countless!
Average totals per year

Gun Lake strives to be an active partner within the West Michigan community and are lucky to have so
many amazing charitable organizations around. We’re proud to work with both Gilda’s Club and LaughFest
each year to promote laughter, raise funds, and spread awareness for a great cause. – Gun Lake Casino

LAUGHFEST PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

BENEFITS INCLUDE:

Gilda’s LaughFest works closely with companies and organizations
to understand their business and philanthropic objectives and
determine with them the best fit of corporate sponsorship in
order to meet their goals. Gilda’s LaughFest corporate sponsors
and partners provide essential operating support for both the
festival and Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids, all while receiving a range of
employee, entertainment, and marketing opportunities. Additionally,
corporate sponsors enjoy customized experiences and access to
the Gilda’s LaughFest audience, as well as the benefits of a sustained
collaboration with a long-standing highly reputable non-profit
organization with its focus on emotional health support for cancer
and grief.

• Listing in the LaughFest playbill/schedule

• Listing on the Festival Sponsor page of the LaughFest website
• Tickets to the LaughFest Opening Sponsor Party
• Tickets to events
• Headliner’s Club passes

A partnership with Gilda’s LaughFest includes opportunities for:
• Employee engagement through volunteerism
• Hospitality and client hosting at a range of comedy and
laughter events
• Cause marketing and brand building
• Integration with hundreds of community events
• Digital activation across multiple platforms
• Supporting Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids in their work in cancer and
grief emotional support

We’re excited to enter another year in partnership with Gilda’s LaughFest in Grand Rapids. Our 80+
offices in West Michigan are involved in the communities we serve. And this partnership with Gilda’s
LaughFest is a great example of this commitment. I can’t think of a better way for us to support this
amazing cause than by increasing awareness about Gilda’s Club and sharing its mission - all while
spending an evening together with people we care about enjoying great comedy, having fun, and laughing
a lot! We love our partnership with LaughFest and so do our clients. – Edward Jones

BENEFITING CHILDREN, ADULTS,
AND FAMILIES IN WEST MICHIGAN
100% Locally Based and Independent
LaughFest proceeds provide funding for the free cancer, grief, and other emotional health programs offered through
Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids. 100% of these proceeds stay in West Michigan. Our Grand Rapids Club is an independently
owned and operated 501(c)(3) governed by a locally-based Board of Directors. Gilda’s Club is affiliated with a national
network of 40+ cancer support organizations across North America. www.gildasclubgr.org.
Supported 100% through Charitable Gifts & Corporate Sponsor Partnerships
Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids’ ability to deliver its free emotional health support program, and to grow its reach, sustainability,
and program excellence, remains funded entirely through cash donations, individual gifts, foundation grants, fundraising
events, and proceeds from LaughFest.
Sustained by Volunteer Power
Even though Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids employs a core administrative and licensed professional staff, part of the way we
are able to offer our program free of charge is through the incredible efforts of our more than 3,000 volunteers. They are
the “heart and soul” who donate their time and energy to ensure the weekly programs, community outreach, fundraising
events, Clubhouses, and LaughFest thrive.
Skillfully Led with a Focus on People
We are proud to say that for 18 years, we have welcomed all that are on a cancer or grief journey who have come
through the Red Door at Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids. Our programs equip people with knowledge, support, connections,
and the ability to find their smile and laughter during life’s toughest chapters. We strive toward improving the emotional
health of our community, based on the legacy of laughter that Gilda Radner, our namesake, gave to all of us.

LMCU believes strongly in the mission of Gilda’s Club. The support system offered
through Gilda’s for those going through a cancer journey or grief situation is amazing.
We have been involved as a supporter of LaughFest, the West Side Walk, and through our
employees volunteering regularly onsite at Gilda’s Club. We know the work being done at
Gilda’s is critical for our community and love supporting the organization through their
events and directly towards their services. – Lake Michigan Credit Union
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